Christmas 2021

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. ”
Luke 2:10
Dear Friends,
I’ve often wondered what it would be like to be the shepherds that first Christmas night. They were doing what
they did every night-watching over the flock. Then suddenly, out of nowhere, an angel appeared, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them. The experience can only be described as terrifying.
Yet the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.” And in that moment,
their fear was replaced with joy.
2000 years later, it is good to be reminded of the angel’s words “Do not be afraid.” We have all faced many
fears during the past two years-illness, unemployment, housing, isolation, death of loved ones, loss of businesses. With all the troubles in the world today, it is hard not to be overcome with fear and to lose hope. YET YOU
DID NOT.
You stood strong. You kept your eyes on Jesus. You stepped up to support Brother David in the daily struggle of helping individuals and families survive. You helped Brother Nick provide safety and assistance placing
individuals struggling with addictions into a shelter. You assisted Brother Yvon in his ministry to the sick and
dying. You encouraged Brother Richard in his service to vulnerable men, women, youth, and children. You
helped Brother Tom provide dignity, education, and training to children and adults with disabilities. You supported Brother Mateo as he provided food, clothing, and showers
to men living on the street. But what you did was so much more.
You provided a lifeline to those who needed help. Just as the angel
instructed, you were not afraid. You brought good news and great
joy to those we serve.
You refused to abandon us and our commitment to those in need.
On behalf of myself and all the Hospitaller Brothers, I offer our
sincere gratitude for your kindness and support. You lived the
mission of St. John of God, our founder, “Do good for yourself by
doing good for others.”

As we move forward, I again invite you to share in our commitment to the poor and the forgotten as you have so
selflessly done this past year. Please help us care for our brothers and sisters with your prayers and gifts. Our needs
are real because those we serve have even greater needs during these difficult times. This Christmas season, I
humbly ask you to renew your generous support by prayerfully considering a Christmas gift of $50, $100, or even
$25—anything you can give is greatly appreciated.
I also invite you to please share your prayer requests with us. We are privileged to pray on your behalf. When praying for you and your loved ones, we are given a daily opportunity to turn our needs over to God, and in doing so,
we experience His joy.
Thank you, once again, for your fearless support of our ministry during these challenging times. I pray you find
peace and great joy in knowing that thousands of men, women, and children are cared for all year long because of
your generosity. Please know you hold a very special place in our hearts and prayers.
May the peace and joy the shepherds experienced be yours this coming year,

Brother Justin Howson, OH
Provincial Superior

Celebrating 450 Years

St. John of God began his ministry in the 16th century in Granada Spain. Having experienced
cruelty when he was sick and in need, he felt God’s calling to care for the poor, the weak, and
the homeless. He daily traveled the streets of Granada caring for the sick, the poor, and the
mentally disturbed, often taking them home with him to care for them. After serving these
forgotten and abandoned members of society during the day, he would travel the streets of Granada at night. He walked
throughout the city asking for alms while carrying a pilgrim’s staff. On the right hook he hung a coin box and, on the left,
a basket for food. With the help of his benefactors and friends, St. John of God lovingly cared for those in need until his
death in 1550. After his death, St. John of God’s followers continued his mission of showing Hospitality to all in need. In
1572, the Brothers of John of God was officially approved as a religious family by the Pope, and for the next four and half
centuries, St. John of God’s legacy of showing love and compassion to the less fortunate spread throughout the world. Today
there are more than 900 Hospitaller Brothers serving in 52 countries around the world.

